
liyixg, THoran the date be old.

florence i*e_cock ln The Academy.
'Tii a floM box set wlth pearls

All around the QUfllnt "Id Ild;
And her cv.--, __M BflOM tam,

Part iy fleen. -ud partly lud,
.mlUag, gaae Into your twe

with a talaty eharm and prace,

Ralso tho lid Mflna worris are there,
Ora-ren efcop Into the p.ld-

Wi.nla that breathe a greal deaaalr,
I.ivin-. thoagb the datc he old.

"Seventeen ninety, sivih of May.
slie dicd. Ood tc-di mc how to pray.

I eould tell her name and age,
wnte the flton of her Hfe.

r.llt why open that -hnl pa-e
Bhenaa reated long from _.*_**,

And a bandied yean bave aea
Mme tho day that shc lay dead.

Clr.se tlie bOX.why Ungar here?
Mxty yeara ago be dled,

llel.l I.ther woman il-al.
ffever wlfb wis bj bla flMe;

Enrlert was llfe'- goMen day,
-Seventeen ninety, fltxth of May.

A MATTER OF TASTE.
A CAB1NET STUDY.

BY V. AN'-nv.

lt is, pcrhaps, ¦ h'tle tingular that, upnn an

CBgagemeat becomlng known. and being discusseii
l.v tln* irienils and ttoqnaintancea ol tlie P»aona
principally concerned, by far tbe moatuaual tone

lif conitnent ahould Ik* n aorrowing woBrder. inat

narti.-uliir ellia-iee la generally the very laat that

anybody ever expected; "whal made him choose
her of all people:'" md -whal on earth ahe oouiri
see in him" ara deelared inaoluble probleme. It
is eonfldently predlct-d thal the engageroeni wlll
never come to anythinr; or that, lf aueh a mar-

rlage ever doea take plaee. II ia aioal ualikely to

prove ii aueeeea Somet»n_ea, ln the caae ol lcma.i*

frieiuis. tlns tone la even perceptible undei then
wanoeal felicltatlona, and through tbe amiiing
nia.sk of coinpliinent slune pyea moiat wlth com-

aaaaion of tbe moal Irritatlng iiuultty. so
Had: bo dellghted! bul why-why didutyou con-

sult. me?".thla oomplicated expreaaion mlg&i ne

rendeicd-" I conld have aaved you from thla-i
was m> plcase.l to lie.ir ot il I'
Aml \et. in ihe ina.i...iiv of caflea. tbeae unlona

are ii..rfoninl to tnrti oul so very badly aiter aii,
and the miaguided.ik aeem really le have
gauged thelr own hearta, and ihetr poaaihilittea ol

bapplneaa togetber, more acc iratel* than the moat
eJear-aighted of their -Mquaintanore.

Tbe announeemenl that Mlaa Ella Hylton hao
.ceeptcd Mr. G-eOlge Cliiiptnall provoked 1..lie-

tomary acneation and aurprlse ln thelr rcenr-ciive
sets. and perbapa arith rather more JnatlflcaUon

Mias Hylton had undcnlably beauty ol a aplrlt-
uai nnd ratber exalte type, and waa generallj un-

deretood to be blghly cultivated. Sbe had apent
. year al Somervilk, though ahe had gone down
wlthout trving for a placc In elthci Mods or

'.(.reuts." thereby preaerving, it not liicrpaginjr.
her repuUtion for auperioritv. She taMl iiv.-.t aii

her life among cultured people; ahe waadevoico to

muaic, and regularly ettended thc Riohtei concerte,
though Bhe eould scl.li.m be Induced io piaj in

public; she had a teeling for art. .*?"Kh ¦"I
neither palnted nor drew; a love for llteraturc
gtrong enough to deter lier from all amateur
eflorta ln that dlrection. In art rousio. and liter-
stutv shc was Impatienl o! mediocrtty; and, whiie
ihewaaaafond aamoai glrlaol Ihe pleaa irea which
upier iniil.lle-. lass s,. u-*y ran olfer. »he revereuc.
tntellect, and pneferred the converaation ol tne

plalneet celebrity to tbe platitudea ol the mere
(laneiii'-'-nian, no tnattcr how handaome ol feature
an.i perfeel ol atep be mighl he.

George Chapman waa certainly nol a mcrc

dancing-man, hla waltting heing rather cons. rn-

tioua than dieam-llke, and be waa only tolerably
*ood-looking. <»n tho other hand, lie waa not
celebrated Ln any way. aml even hia mother and
libtcra ad nr-vcr cnsi ercd bim bnlliant lie
had been educated al Rugby, and Trlnity, Cnni-
brldge. where he rowed a fairb r.I oar. on prin-
C-iple and took ii inl'1.Ile sc-oud in tbe Moral
Bcience Tripoa. Now he waa ln a ai licitoi i oflice,
wbere la» waa receivlng n good aalarv. and waa

ralued ns a ateady, aenatble young fellow, who
eould t.e thoroughly depende4J upon. He waa

fond of hla profeasion, nnd had aaiuired n con-

aiderable knowledge Al ita detaila; nparl rrom il

he had no very decided taatea; he lived n

regular life, und dlned out and wenl to danccs in

moderation; hia manner. though he waa

twenty-alx, was still rather Itoyiahly l.lunt.
What there was in hlm thal bad found favoi

in Ella Hylton'a faatidioua eyea the narrator ia

not raah enough to attempl to particu irire. Bul
it may be auggeatcd that ihe mosl unlikely peop e

mav poeeeaa thelr falry roae and ring,
render them Irresistible to nl loaa. heart 11
they only have laith to believe in, and lucfc i<-

percelve ttteir p4»wer, _

*aio early Ln thc year. George had plucked ip
eonrage to propoae to Miaa Hylton. aftei n

and aecietlv adorlng her for aome montha pa_t,
and she, to the general ofltonlahment, had accepted
him.

lie had a private income.nol a large ..:.e-ol

his own. and had aaved oul ol lt. Sbe was en-

litled, under her grandmothera wlll, to
whlch made her an betresa in a modeal way. nnd
thua there was nu rcason wh.v the engagcmcnl
ahoulil be a long one: and though no date bad
bec.n deflnltely Bxed for the marrlage. H "

understood that it should t..k<- plaee at aome tu n

belore tbe end oi the aammer.
Soon after the engagement, however. an invalld

aunt. with whom Ella bad alwaya bee
favorlte, was ordered t<- tbe South of France, and
ini].l..red her to go with ber; to wluch l.Iia. who
had a reai affecuon for her relative, aa well oa

¦trong sense ol duty, had conacntcd.
'I lns was a tuisf, itiine in on" ol two vvavs it

either curtailed th,.t moal necesbarj and moal
delightful period durinj? which ll incee diaco
f.notl.er's ldloayneraaiea and wei ... esuea, or il made
it necessiirv to poatpone tbe mnrriage.

George naturally nreicrred the former aa tbe
morecndurahl. evll, bul Ella'a tettera from abroad
U't:an to hinr more and more p ¦' 'l,':a'
Her aunt migbt remain on the < ontlnent all tne
sutnmer, an.l ahe couW nol poauhly leave beri
there was so mueh to he done aftei her return tlial

eould not ne done ln a hiinr.thes bad nol even

begun to furniah the pretty littlc houae on

tien Hill tba! wafl to be theli new home: il would
bc better to wall till Novembcr, or even later.
The mere ide.i waa alarmlns to Geor_e, ind be

remonatrated aa far aa he dan^l; bul
mained tirm, nnd be giew deaperate.

II,. niMit have apared lntns,-lt tbe trounie.
About. the middfc ol June, Ella'a aunt. v,

ronrse had had to leave tbe Riviera, 'jrfx tirwi ...

travelllng; and Ella, to Ueorgca mtense Biitisl
tlon. returned to her motber'a home in Llnocn
(iani'-ns. Notting Hill. .

ind now. when our Btory "iH-'is. <.-.-c, who
had managed to gel away from ofllce wo

houra hetorc his uaual time, waa hurryina ..owa.r!l
I.ivlen Gardcna * faal as a hans<im eould take
him. to s.-e his hetrotl.ed for ihe flral ume aftet
t);eir lotiL' aeparation.

II,. w. ,.,.-,. naturally, and a Iit1 e nervo -

Would Ella stiH pei-lat ln her wiab for delaj »r
would he beableto perauaoV her thal then-we,e

no obstaeles ii. the way? Ile felthe h";

anrumenta on hb side, if only-nnd^^here waa the
real eeat of hia anxlety-il only her pbjectiona
were n.t ralaed iron. son.c other motlx-e! Bhe
nii"ht have been tr>ine 1" prepare him for a iiniji? pturc. and then-" Well." he-.Iu.l>d. Wlth hia
euatomary good Bem*e, no uae meeting trouble
lialf-way; ln livc minutea I ahall know lor oer-

tain."

At' ihe fl-une moment Mra. Hylton and hei
.anahter Fl4)asie. n vivacloua iiirl in tbe trnnaition-
ary tlkteen-year-old atage, were in the drawin
room at Llmlen Gardena. Il waa thc ordlnary
douhle drawinn-room ol u London houae, Hut

ererythlhg ln il was beautiful nnd harmimioiia:
,\.(. ove was vii.uclv rested i.y the dclicatc and

Bubdurd color ol walla and hnnabiga; cabincta.
antloue Pcralan pottery. rare "»¦ ol chlna, all
i,ei aiu.'.l the preciae plaee in which thelr decprat-
ive v.iue w..s moal felt: it was a room. ln sh..rt.
markel i.v individiifllit.v uud dMtlnclion.

riossie v.asst.'.iiditi. at tho wlndow, from whieh
a gllmpee eould jual be caughl of freah green
follage an.l the lodjre-o-t.. with the biiatJe of the
trafflc in 'he Hich Street In-yond: Mrs, Hylton
was wrftlng at a Flemwh bureau ln th.irner.

..I supposc.' aaid I'lossie. mclit itivclv, i.s hc

lincercd a piece "i "!d atained .¦¦lasa that waa hnng-
Kg ln the wlndow, -we -bafl hav.* George here

^'Mi-s^v'i't'on rnlaed her head. Shc had a itrik.
im. faee. tinted a elear olive, with a high wave

of ailver halr erownlng the forehead: her eye-
l.r.iws weie dark. and so were thc brilli-Uil cv.'s

le no>c v..,s a.-miline. nnd the Uiln. well-cul
month a llttle hard. She was a woman who had
Lnniii.li admired In her time. aud who rtiH
rctaiticd a eerti'in attraction, tl.gh aome were

'ilhidhers uievshnt cold nnd ui.-Miipathctie.
il,.r daughter Ella, for example. waa alwaya ar

Setly a little in awc ol ber mother. who had no

ttrrora for aiidacioin, outapoken Fli>«sie.
. lf he cotnes. Flossi- hc will be very wcl-

pome
' shc said: 'bnt I hardly expect hlm yet.

George ia not likel. to neglecl hla dutlea even for
Flln "
'

Flossic puts.nl her iimuth rather aoornfully.
..ni," George is laimaculate:" she mutrmured.
..|f 'le was it WOUld hardly I*' ¦ icproach.

«aid ber mother. entehina thr word; "but. al aJJ
eve .ts George haa thorougbljf good principlea, aud

STanre ta aueceed In the world. 1 have every

.^^iSSJi I*. -e you oWrrdf
Mother, dcar. vou know hes as lnll oa dnll

-Flln doea not flnd hlm ao-and, I¦h.ss.c 1
don't like t*. heai you aay such thinga, evea ia

..'oh'Tne'vcr _b_M him 1<' KUa-it wi.uldi.'l bc

anv uae. She'a flrmly eonvlnoed that hes per-
fection; at least she wa. sl.e belore shc wunt
gway."

" Why, de you aaenn that she haa nltereil ? Have
yOU s4-.li any si.n ol it. _*__¦_>-"

\l,s Hylton made 'his lnquiry aJbar-ply '>ut not
u ,| Bucb a clrcumatonce areuM i»e altegetaber
dlapJcaaing to her _«____._. i,.~,r

"(lh. no. onlv she liasu't seen him for BO long.
you know; perhapa, when she eamea t<. loc_ ai

him with freah eye*, abe'll notice thinga more. Ai.
he.,- ia George jual acttinp outcd a .l'*-,,J-»"!-^
he haa t.iav.-,i truanl for once. beree one thina
I do thlnk Ella mighi do-perauade him tenjhare
ofl aome ol tboae itraggly wbUkera. /..woni_"
wh* he never .___. to iel n hai or anyt-ing alaa

lik^rt]y^rV-"wa. announeed. ,
Heimm

s. ..iv i.l. .nl-hllelie,.!,... br. « -s ..... h lernd
B.d fresh-colored; the obnoxioua whiakera did,^ n-

r_^T_MBKI;,';,- I,,-;/',,,'! wIMii-uel-ed, bul not leomrkabk

'"..U-en'inv dear George.'' aaid Min. HrlM-.
-we have aeen very Uttk of you while Ella baa

,^,,,K«;,.w.-b..*-.id awkwnrdlv :»rve lmd..lot.
0| thinga to look after, ln one way aml another

wi'.it after your work at the offlce was ovei
ti...t i'los-.ie. ineredtiloualy. .

-\es. after that; It'a taken up my time a noo.l

.^And ao von couldnM apare any toenjl here-l
see." aaid -loaaie. -George, ahe added. - Ith a

.;.!,;,., diveraion. "I wonder you ai**n't ..«»<> °*
cnl-hing rold: how ean you go aboul ln aucn

absiirdly thin boola aa thoae i_-*h_c_i*-
..These:- hc said, inapecting them doubtfi 11.V-

Th.-v w.-re atrong, Benaible boola. with notobedand
Jrojceiing aolca ol ponderoua .*»«*»., Why.
what'a the muiler with them,,Floaeic.*h^-dor.J
von thlnk they're atrong enough for^y.alktnginr
-No Georce; they're the very thinga for an

afternoon dance. and qnite a loi »{.£«?* f0.
,!;,.,.. in them. you are: bnl for walWng-ahl 1 m
afrnid you Bnerface too mueh to ".WPW.**.,

-l don't-, ri-aliv, George proteated, ln all goca
faith: "now do I. Mra, Hylton?''

..l-iossie is niaking fnn of ymi. George; you
miistirt mlnd her _nper_inenee.

..oi, Ib that all? Do you know, I lealry thougblf.r!l!emotne.t thal she ine.in. they were too mii.Ii
fortne! Vou like trettine a rise ou1 of me, I loseu

don" you?" and be laughed with auch genuine
.|,,..l-natureil aiu.i-.nent thal 1 he J/OUBg !..il

felt :..,ehow a little small. and al.nost ash.ui.e,!,
although it took the form of auppieeaed IrritoUon.
-He really oughl nol to came here in auch

thinga,''ahe anid lo heraelf; -and I don't believe
thal even HOW he sees whal 1 nii-ant.

liilt i.t th.s,,".nt Elln came ln, wilh thrrleaat
too-h of Bbyneaa, perhapa. at meeting hun before
witn.-sses after so long nn abtenee, bul she only
looked the more channing In isoneequenee. nnd
demure aa her gifelkng waa h.-r pretty eyca hnd a

.parkleoi pleHBiire ihal ac kttrred a 11.rge< hap-
,;.,,rs f,-ars to th.* winda. Even Floaaie te li i
sii.. nveiv tbm Btraggly wbwkered. red-ncrktie.l.
thick-bootcd tool.- liad loat none of bia dlvinitj

f°Thev*'did nol seen. to haTe much tn aay to one

nnothe'r. notwilhatandlng; poaaibly hwauae EHa
waa eilleil npon to dispenac the ten which bad mai
heen brotichl in. (.eoi_es.it nursing the bat whieii
Flosaic found ao objeetionnble, while he balai.d
a teneup with the nnxioua eye of a juggler oui ol
praetice, and the converaation tlagged. Al laet.
under iiretenee of renewinfi hia ten, most ol wnirli
he ii.nl aquandcred on a Pcraian rug, be ranard to

. i s-iv
" he aiiggeated, "don'1 yoti thlnk you

eoul.l oome oui for a little while? I've auch a loi
to tell you, and.and I wani yon to go aome*
where with me." .

Mi> ihlt.'ii made no objeetion. beyond atlpu-
lat ing 11.at Ella mual nol bc allowed t«o tire
heraelf after her (ourney; and ao a few mtnntee
lit.-i Miss Hylton came down in her pretty aum
iner hai anii llghi Jacket, and ahe and t..-"r.e.
were nllowe to arl out.
One.taide tlie houae, he drew a long breath

of mingled relie'l and pleaaiire.
.. |iv .love. 1.111, 1 . -loi to gcl you baek

,. how iolly you do look ln tli il
hat: Now. du you know where I'm golng to
take j , ,.,,

.. h w ill I*- qnieteal n tbe G .¦ i Mto.
"Ah, '-nt th.it's nol where you're goine n*iw."

li s.-,i,|. v. ith a dclieioua asaumption ol
¦'. euming witli me t.i s.-.- certuin houae

on mip.len Hill \ nu m i> have Ireard of
-Thal "il! I delightful.J -I" wani to *-.-¦

ilear liltlc honae again very mueh. And, '"
we will .-- c irefullv over all the acllle
what con he done with eaeh ol then.
ean begin directly. we haven'l ton mueh '.

" I'ei ii-'ps." he said with a conaeiona 1 ni.li, "11
won'1 t ike ao mueh t ime as you I

- ob, but it mual l*i do it properl* And while
I've heen :i»;i', l.e !; lll B. II " Bp Plldid l'i-
sonie '.! the rofima .¦ planned them n

heaiitifully. Yoti know thnt. d. tful little r-".m

t the liack ?.11.ne I aaid al.o il be
'l.-n. with the windowa nll featooned with cxeepera,

rden; well
.¦ Take my ndvie.." e a I. "nnd don'1 m ike

.,-,. it And as for pl ine, thoae
rs d<> nll th t -they don'1 c ire to

be botl .-,-..,i w ith plana
-'I ii.-v will have t., .--rry oui oura, though. I

ahall love aettling how n ia all t-. i^-.t will be
auch lun."

\'ou wouldn'l "'11 it fun if you knew what it
waa '¦.". 1 ean tell you."

.. iiut l do know Mother and I rearranged
most oi the roonia al home oi ly laal year s-, you
aee I have aome experience And whatexpei
ean vou bave h id, II you plcaae''"

Ella had a mentnl * ..<". "f tn°
houae in Dawson Plaee where <.r«e liverl with
Ins motl '.' rl aiatera -a houae in which fun r re
n'l everything elae were r.immonplaee

:-.lifl lioi.tu"' ;s U, the Ins' 'l"_.'iee. ar.,l
-.. hen. eou Id have la-.-ri alt.-r.--l
¦ii ie his I-,.-. hood: Indeed she had
often Becrctly piticd him for having lo live in
meh s. and ndmircd the Hlial patience
thal had made l.im pn.ltire them ao huiL'.

-I've hnd my ahare, Klla, and I ahould be very
aorry ,ur you to have nll the worry and botber
I've heen through over it'"
"Bul when, Iieorge? how? I don'1 nnder-

ktan.l."
-Ah. thrit's tn- .. rei." .. s,,;.i. provokinglv;

-and you know, Ella. if we liegiin furniahing now,
it would take no eri-l "t a time, with all theae
wonderful plnnB o1 ynura, nnd and I eouldn'1
s'.irl havii g to \\;:it til! n.\t Novembcr for you

Inl do it
"Mother thinka the mnniuge rteed not he pul

ofl now." s-.-¦ i.i Ella aimply, "nnd we ahall have
si\ weeka ull then: the houae cnn be quite ready

- i.v the time we want il
-Si\ weeka!*1 he aai<l lmp.itiently, "what'a .i*j

wccka? Ybu've no idra whal t:,..hapii are,
And then tliere are all your mvn tlun.s to

,1 they would tnke up mo«1 ..l \..ur time.

So, we ahould liavc had to pul 11 off, whalevrr yn
may aay. _nd thal would mean another neparn
tion.for ol ci urac yon woujd go away in Aucriiat,
and 1 should have to stav in town: the rifflce
wouldn'l give me my fortnighl twice over.honey-
m.a.n oi nn hoccymoon."

1 :,, hmked .-..mpletely puzzMd "But what
are vou trj lns to prove now, Ueorge :."

-I waa only ahi.wing yon thal even thonzh you
have Oome l',.|.; ealiier. we COUIlln't p"s-,ib!\ h,.e
,..,t tend.v in time. il I hadn'l Bul here
stoppeh N". I want that to Ic a aarpiise to

you Ella: voii'll aee preaently," he a.hle.l.
¦.j] s deiie ite hrowa contracteil.

I like to Im prepnred for my aurprlaea, pleaae,
le. t. ... Tell me now."
They had turnrd up one ol tbe rjiiiet atreeta

IcadinH to tln* hill; they wei. neai the ho e

thal George thoughl he mighl nbandon further
myatery, nol lo mention tlial lie waa only i>»'»

to rrveal lns bpi n I
Well. then, Ella, .1 you muat hav,- it, he

aaid triumphnntlv, "the house la very nearly
,,-.,.: now. Whal do : ou Ihink ol thal:'"

¦|,,, you mean ihat.that it ia furnlahed,
(.i..-.-'.'''

paprred, painte-d, decorated. furolahed-every-
thing, from ton t bottom! I thougbl tlial would
_ui pi .so \.. i, Ella

.-1 think. ahe anawercd slowly, "yon migbt
bave tolil nie you were dolng il

"What, before it was ull done? Thal would
have spoilt it all, dear. I should hav* wrltten,

ll, i! yoll hadn'l bc-n Comitlg home so 'oi.li.

\nd iioW li'a flniahf-, I uiiial anj it looki uneom-
tnonl.v jolly. I'm aure you'll be pleaaed with
i£_it lookfl (itiite a differenl plaee."

She tried to amlle.
.. a,...| dld you do it all youraelf, George?
."Well, no, nol esactly. 1 flntter myaell I know

how t.. si'c ihat the work'fl properlj done, and all
that. bul there nre aome thinga I don'l pretend t..

Im mueh of a hand at, s.> I gol eertain ladiea to

give me soinc wrinkleH."
Ella fell i-.-ii.-v.-.l. She waa dfoappointed, it is

true.huri. even, nl havina '.n deprived of anv

voiee iu the matter. She had been looking for-
ward so uiu.-ii 1-. carrylna ...it her iml udMnoea. i"

enjoying bei fi.da' Bdmiralion oi tlie wondera
wroughl bv her artlatie Inveation. And flhe ha.|.
never thoughl of *.rge, aomehow, as likely to
have nny atriklngly oriirinnl ideaa on thc auhjecl ..f
decoration, although slie hked hlm Done the less
for 11 al

Hut it was BOmCthlng that 1 e lmd had the f04M
si'iim- t-> take her mother an.l Fluflfdc int" lns eon-
fldence; nhe Uncw shc eould truat them io preaerve
him from anj Beriona miatnkee.
"You m*c," s.id (Jenrge, hall apoloiretlcallv, "I

would evei s.. tnnch nitlMr have waited till you
.--tne baek, onlv I COllJdn'l K'll when that would
be. i really couldn'1 helpmyaelf. Vou're aureyou
don'l mlnd aboul it " lf you only Icnew how I
worked over it. ruahlng aboul from ..ne plaea
to another as aoon as I enld gel away irom the
ofli'-e. pleklng up ''its of furnit ne here nnd tiicre,
Rt&nding over thoae b(._i.ars of paintera and keep*
ini: 'em id it. and Work ing out patlrnatea, aml lee-
in. foremen and manager*- and all klnd- of chnpa.
I ii ;.-,| to gel home dead lir.-.l of an cveniti-, hut
I dldn'1 mlnd thnl 1 fell ii waa .11 hrinarlna vou
iMnrer t., me. (hirlini.'. nnd that made everythlng
a pleaflure."

There was such hotiest afTection iu his look and
voioc, hc had so cvidentjy inteuded to plca-c her.

and bfld lieen in aflOh niat.Ifeflt dread of anj
lurthcr aeparation from her, that shc was eom-

plctcly diaarmed.
I),..u- .t'.e." shc saiil i_ontly " I am so s.,rr\

vou look ull the irouhie on youraelf; ii was very.
Very rood ol rou to eare ao mueh. and l Know 1

ihall be delighted with tbe honae "

..Well." aaid George, " I*ib aol mueh afraid
nhout that, lie.aiisc 1 expe't out t.astcs U- preitv
niii'h tbe aame in moal tbinga." .

They were by this time at 'he houae, and
(,e..r.-e altet ¦ llttle fiiniblin. with hla as vet
unfamillar latch key, tbrew o-.cn the door wlth a

Hourish. and aaid.
"There you :ire, llttle woman! Wala m, ana

vou'll see whal J'OII stiall s<*c
"

No tooner was. Ella Inalde tbe ball than her
hearl sank. , .,..

.. |.....ks neat nnd ni"*. deeen t it smi

Geonre, ebeerfully. "Yon'd almoal take thal
paper for real marble, wouldn't vou? See how
well they've done tlu.se veina. I Uke thlayellow-
isii color better than ereen, don't you:' h looka
io eool in siimnicr. That- fl g.I atrong ball-
Iatnp-ti.it whal vou call Hii.li Art, exactly.mn
.rivea ¦ rattling good light, and that s the main
t|n,i.. Ileie. 111 li.ht 11 up for you. on-

fonnd it Thev haven'1 turn.-d the gaa on yet.
however, there'a too mueh aunahine for ll t« ahow
ii they bad. Thbi linoleum ia a eapital tl
you* mighl aeruh as long aa you llked and yood
licvcr gel thal pattetn olll

"No.'' Klla n-roe.l. with a tragte littlc snnle:
"it.it looka u if it would laat.

.. l/.st '. should thlnk ao! \'ul here i a hat-
atand.you eould almoal gwear it waoearvi-d w....,l
ol soine flort, but it is only eaat Iron painted!
indestructibh*, you _ee. Thev t..|.| me ll waa the
lateal design.wonilcrful how eheaply they turu
them out, lan'1 it '"

¦. i thoughl yon mid you were helpi-d?
" Oh, I didn't want any hclp bere.thla i.s only

thc paaaage, you know :"
Vos, it was ..nly thc paaaage.and yet shc had

been plcturlng aueh ¦ cbarming entranoe. with
n draped arch, ¦ graceful lamp, n freah brlghi
paper. a amall buficl of genulne old oak, and ao
mi. She auppreaaed ¦ fligh as ahe naaaeg on.

Mtei all, so long aa the rooma thcnisel.es were

all nuht, il did nol so verj nmeh matter.and ahe
knew that her mother'a taate rouM he truated.

But on tbe threahold "t the dining-room ahe
itopped agbaat,

II
The walls oi the dlnlng room had been dletcm-

pei-d a particularly hideoua drah; the curiaina
were muatard-yellow; ihe earprt waa b dull
brown | the mottled marMe mantrlpiciv, for
which i". 11:. had been Intending t" aubatitul.
in walnut-wood with tiles, atili ahone in alaba ol
pctrilled brawn there wna . h ... ruaho any sidc-
board, oi a kind ahe ba I ouly aeen ln old-laahioned
botcla , , ,oiiifort.ii.lc. «-h ,"' remarked Ueorge; lota ol

hoac rurtaina!"
1 nhapplly there waa, as Ella was only too well

aware
- You did thla r.n youraell too, then, wcoi

she managed to aay, withoul belrajing bemeif
by hei voiec.

¦.Sea. l rhoae rvcrythlng bere. 1011 aee, Ella,
we ahall onlj uae thia mom i"i me h
"Only for meala, yea," ahe ac«|iiieac4»d wlth a

thudder; " but.George, aurcly you aaid mo1 rr
bad lielped you with thc r.> >m_

.. What, your mothci .' No, Ella, h.-r notio ¦
nre rather too grand for me il waa .Icaaic und
t'arrie 1 mcant. Jual come and aee what thej ve
made ol my den."

Klla foi owed: the wlndow whi. h id com-

tnaii'lcd Biich n I..-.-. il outlook into
prctty gardeue, wlth h pink Iborn,
trc- or two, i.iid s.,!i.. Bycaniorea, which Hill
Qotiriah freah and fair un « ampde lli ... ui u

Bciired now hy win* dcteal ihli i ¦¦" ln
rellt |,.l|.T III.it tli s' ,|; s

.',.,:... loi-
!,,-.v,'.;. the dirc lion of her eyi ry Hxed 11
all th.-m---l.ea. It waa tl eii pnaenl lo

prelty "f hem t., tbii k ..( II, wnan't il

atuek ou wii ¦¦..,-..
U-it-i il

Btanil l.en- now flce how we
in ihe Kiin

'"

li onlj thej v otild '"'l
she rln .' idmlre hj po. Ih'r

hriirhl-hucl slm ¦
to repres.

w indow
v | i with lh(

,.

,-.| to t! e ¦.
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in toi.
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-. and |H.l»i,
_.' ss i' ¦.

rihlioned ni d p inte w il

whlte r .. and a brii hl Kiddeni
0 [a*'

.. li, l,e
' '" Hl*

¦¦ knew " l'«l '". ,,:''
.,1,,.,., ... .',.. .;! Ihe eredit nr.

'¦

.... '"in
. . I v fraid of not

1 ivin t exactly Ifl*. v" ' "'

the pirla. nnd 1 aaid '"¦ know ull
thincr* -jusl n.akc it "¦"

md then i. \"- h
Gronvfimr 0 '..". p p"' di

i, >,- .|,1 and '!... aaidI
1

pottcrj nd ehina ind .'is

pn s.-i.t t vou, ... Ith I i< '"'-' 1"'-''
- |t\ verv R.I of tn,- ... aaid p r Ella, nn

*l,o verge ol
.ni, they tbink a loi nf yon! Tl.ey were

rather nrn'u ibal i lir.t. f.a)
U- ,, v*. nn litn'l like ii I. il I |..l*l lliem

V.'li .i I like, Ella will ..

aaid, and I mual '

thl 1*1 IH'.I .t .I.t"-
de .1 ol t ,-.t. tho*. Iv .mi.s

-.. .| iherr ln a i ln<l "I 'ln* '' dre nu
,: ¦..

|nto thi. ¦.¦ Whnl w is tlii** el ng** iu hei
She wi.H all iid 1" apeak lesl Ihr Into. ae rei.*
anger she feli bIioiiI.I ei.iri Ihe m lator. N ua il

al had thoae wl I '..

,.r kind, una i*pe< Iiiii loi Ini. Gooi
.. ', ,,1(1,. ,|nt, for th- wimlowB were

and the room atuffy w ilh ll..I<»t ¦¦' " *

fnrnitiire and llie ulimiaphi ro nl Iho wnrkahop
lliing l.en- aremeil t" her commonplaoe and

repiilsive.
- |iu .. ho il tli .s.- plana ol youra now, Klla,

el, ''' crioil ..-"1 e

-1 iii-, w.u too mueh her ovei Ined pationeo
broke down.

lirni i-'" she eriod Impubdvelj nml l.oi
¦oundrd hoais- nnd atrange I*. her own oui
- i .,¦,.[ L<-. I mn -i :¦!'<¦ ik mual toll you and
then she rbeeked liei-ell

She mual keep romtnund "I hon-olf, oi l.ii .1
not, withoul in'er Imw ol dignitv, hnd tlu* wnrda
thal w.-ie l*i Btina him mt" h aense "t whal lie
I, ,,| done nnd allowr I*. he doi i* llefore .!_.
eould :¦" on. George had ilruwn hor t" luni, nnd

iiiii- her Kiiniililoi londi I.l
.. I know. .le-r lillle glrl." Im* s. i-l. I, hn.,w

don't trj to tell me a .. thui l m ao ia f»ll.i gl »l
you re |ile:isi-'l: Imi nll tho mone*, nnd puina ln tl»e
world wotildn'1 make tlie place good enough for
my Ella."

She releaeed heraell with a llttlo cry ol impaitonl
deapair. Ilow rouhl ahe any Iho aharp, rruol
.peeehet* tli.it were atriiggling I*. roaeh hei >¦

now? lt waa no iiap; ahe waa n eowiinl, ahe
simiilv had noi Uie rouruge to undoooivo him hor**,
.n tbe voi y Hral d i* ol Ihe rom lon. loo."

Vou liavon'l ''"en upataira voi," aaid l»e
droppliig aentinienl abruptly. "Shnll we gu np?"

lli., assi-m-il Kiilmiisaivoly, mueh nn even I Iii.
cost her, bul it waa better, abe refleetrd, Ui gol 11
ovoi nnd know tbo verj w ml Howe ¦

.pared tlii. ordeal for the pment. la tho i,

turiie i" thi* h 'M. tbey found Ihemaelvoa Middenl\
l;i.-e t.i face with n ding. mau. wluwe fnoo waa
¦urroulidod bj n fringo .-t hbiok whiakera, and
crowned bj a abook ol fliioi hair
-Who on earth are you?" doniandod George,

iis Ihe man l'"se ll"in tho kll'lieii si.uis
.. No oileiiee. mi- and la*ly. Peagr im, tlmt's my

name, fust .hop round tlie coriier as yon go into
Silver st plumlrer and aaniti r.n lu *oi.
littin' and nartistie docorating, Itell 'nnging in nll
jta iiraii'-hes. I received inatrnt'tinna from Mr.
Jonea ihat I was i,, l....k Into n little maltor o'
h-:ik.i_- ln ihe bnoli kitchen smk. alao t are whal
lane, ii any. r-tinired Boein' lo, und pn'II* to put
thm. s Ktraighl like. So I como rmind, 'aving the
kt-.\s, iuBl t eaal heye ovor them. hs I nmv lorm
ii. preliminrj to heginning worl in the eourae ol a
week r ao, aa acon aa lm a1 lihity to atton.l to it

puaaon ill\
..<»h, ihe landlord aenl you? All right, then."
- urreet sir," aaid the piumber, affahly " n hile

I'Ye heen '.r< . 1 1""k the lli-r-l-'ln ol going all "M't
this Iiit li.ao, and a nh c coa; litl . 'ouae I'ou r
made ol lt, bui h nouae as i' ia Voii've done
ii np very tyatj*. verj tyaty you've done thia little
'oitae up, and I ve aome rlaim l*i apeak, acem' as

h'>v. I ve bad tlu- iie- oration tbroughiiul ol .. man.
'i.iise iu mv time, llhewi.se nii.Iis.s, _OU .iin't
beea tflv iitnhiiio-i.s, which Ls the eireg most n_Tli_,

lalls LntO with stnull 'ouscs: now the purtws as arl
the plaee before you, by tbe name o Uunm.lcs-
well l deaaay they aattafied theiraelvea, bu tbe
>ouae never looked rlfbt, m.t t.. my taena, U

''"..", ,!:..¦_,. get ud oi thla peraon," aaid Klla. under
l-er breatli, ln French. ,

liifoiinniit.lv. George'a a^imlntanee wlthjnat
tongue was al.t on .. par wlth tiie plumbei a,
and he lemaiiicd passivc.
The plumlMi now proeeeded to pul down his

,;.i,,,,|,-'sst.awb,,_ niion.he hall tal.--. wh.ehl.e
did wiil, greal can-. us ii it were of prioeleaa atutl,
and eoniiiined frii_fil.- arti.-l.-s Having done thla,
|.. nosc.i lUtnself Wlth one flbOW ICatltl- oil the

p.,st ..I the ataircaae, like a grlnty aUtue of Bbnke-

,P-aAh," bb aaid, ahaklna his touxled head, "thla
ain't llie lirst time Ive been Vto ln my puttessional
,,,,..,itv. not by a long W Not
by B long way. it aml. Mr. 1.i-
inles. him as I lnenlioiicd tfl you af'.rc. and B iiuv

ple.s'.i t-spokcu gentlcman he waa, too. ln tbe
ica-trnila Mr. Rummlee, he allua aeal round for
me wbenever there waa hany odd |oba as wanled
iioin', and iu couree I was allua pleaaed to uet
'i'lll bc they liodd or hotherwis.-."

Br.exactly," aaid George, aa aoon aa he eould
put in a word, "bul you aee, thia ladj and I
The plumber, however, did not ahaodon his

nosiiii.n, and sccmcl determlned that they should
lie ii him. ,

[ know. sir: I see how thitiu's were with you
will, '.ni a -1-n.e, l.nt atore we (TO anv latther.
it-s rlghl you ahould know '.... I am, and all aboul
mr Jeal 'car whal I'm goln' t" tell mt. for It'a
sotncthink ..ut ol the eommon way, tllOIIgh Goapel
trnth. It'a a mclinkly rellection for u man in my
station iii life, hut." land here he loweretl lns

.. ,- (,, a Bolemn pltch " I've never aei fool Inalde
ot this 'ere 'nuae withoul Bomethlnk 'npnena more
.r less itniir'iit Ah, It'a true. though. S.-.-ms
ilmoal like as if I hroughl a fatality in along o

I,,,. Don'l v.nterrupt; vou wail ull I'm done,
,-nnl see ii I'm talking a' rando.r witlioul facka
t s pporl me. Well. Iilst time as c\er I was spnl
foi 'ere wna iti regard to rlrains, as they couldn'l
il iah natiafactory. I did my work and come awa*
Not Ihree weeks arter. Mlss K'ummlcs t'nc hl-ldest
(rell, vvas took ill with t.vphoid. N'.-s*>r the Barne

young lady agaln, nor yet she never won't be
lielther. iml H she lives to he a iiiindered. " Sotliing
Very ho.ld al.out Ihat,' savs you. Wail a blt.
\e\t time it waa ih.- kitching copper aa had got
n furred np like. I tinkered thal up to rlghta,

an.l .ome nwnv. Well. nfore I d even mad.n
,n\ account, ihat id.-iiii.-il copper blew up und
.,'ahl.d il.k dreadful. 'Coppera wlll play
ii..N. immi'a,' you arx.all ri.ht, then. Hut you
jel me tinish. Third time, there was a flaw m one
ot the '.u.s luao'.-ots iti the sparc room. I aoddered
it up aml I come away. s.. arterwnrda. a day
rn two aa II mighl he, Mra. Rnmmlea 'ad 'er mar

., st ,yin' with her, and the old lady alcp In that
vor> room and waa lald up week* 'Curue, roya
I when I come to 'car ul t1 'very curua!' and ll

.- ., t'linkin'. Laat time hut one, ere.lemme
hv r,..,t v. ,s :, I..-1I 'aniring |ob, 1 thlnk no, ra

wrong, i' wna ilrnina agen; ao f were.draina il
pn, \nd the nexl Ihing I 'eard waa that

Mra Kummlea wna a-layin' at Death'a door wlth
,. diiTi ,ep.. The laal time.ah, I recklet well,

1 waa calleo ln to aee If aomethlnk waan't vyrong
with thc halleock in the top lafln. I s»*e tberc

- Kotlielhillk, an I I .ome au ...\ as Ufllllll I Iiit

.,,.1., ,,m Mr. Riimnilcs waa took with s nt

on" the th.or ln the baek drorinu-room, which
brokc up the '..us.-: Now, I thlnk, as f.ilr-mindcd

..,prcjii.li.ed partiea, you II ngree with me

tlut there waa Eomcthiiik more 'n honllnary r»n-
.. ln a)| thal I dei lare t«. yo-i " vowed

,¦' ,11,1.,-r. with a .1.u.l reliflh and a eandor
..,;,.-', tten of heer. " deel.re to

..... do Iioi est'v l.eli.-'.e ;.s |
... ,,!,,!. with me, wlMtMver 1 vlalla

ere parlieulai nd, 1
in\ own i.niicr.-sts, I 'i'-ein it ou \ my tlool
a hotiest in mi. i" mention lt."

_

,,, other ciretimstancefl, thr pl imiMra
complimcnm on Ih '¦ nd hia lu ibrioiia uv

sn,. .ti,,:, ¦. m Angcl
.. _,,,,h tr.,-1. It nol .-.,.,,,!etel', Up-
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,..., ivhi.h leiupcr - '.

.. ,.e II..W
. ran " '¦ ¦"l"» "'

... .... ii
'er< ,:,,,"-:'

.-nl. si.e 1 "tl a-oiai.
k, j. _.ni walk. Lli. inquired hei motlier,

kiitlir.it iiitereal
-Vea, ... .. rvplied Elha, Irukting ahe would
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,. knoNk ivheie you wenl rned in

!,,.-.,- ii..w, didn M'- ' '.
-.. made upyoui uiimla uoa
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..liv'mlKliI go round to uli the lieal ptaoea to

murrow," aaid Mra Hylton, "aud -ai ¦...,.. pip,-.*
.., ii..;, >i.« i. ¦. '". .¦¦'. ."-'m

i;i,,,.-. windowt* Ihe ulhor daj"'.' ,|, ,,|,|,,| Kloaaie, 1 ve hoon oui with
M,'l.-.'.s .ftei Bob-ui aeveral li.**}»«***.
,,,.,, i:.i, .unl VVardour st. w 'I 0\M

prvwhere, hiiiiiing up ol*l furnlluro. nnd
ean aliiiw you where e miiii. hr_utiful

ilui,., no aliHtiia, i>ui re »«*«

'-Vou know, Elia." aaid Mw Hylton, oharrvlng
lhai sh.- dld noi aimwer, "I wani y«ui to luivo n

,...,,, lioiiao aud vou .'."I .'-'. !l|l|s' ""'*''

f" ,,ii\ what you lilie, bm Ihiak you will lind I

iuui I,.- - in¦ '¦!,, yon in ehooaini
"Ihunk vou mother." s.uil Ella, withoul any

,,,;,.i.iii; " don'i Hdnh we aliall waal

'""¦'«,',,n will wani iill lhai young people ln your
i.,sit.o want, luppoae." a Mra Hylton
;,,,-.. ,., |, iii nll* m«l "i e«urae you undoratanq
.hai the billa nre to be my affalr."

11,.,,,. e, ii, uiotlter, iiiurinured Ella agnln.
She 'loi ii"i feel nble t>. teil them Jual yel how

tllitt .Uill .'I! heen li.ri-sl :i! lei siie lell lh.it sh"
v.,, ild iiifalliblj break down il ahe tried

*,-.. .,.,.,. a little ovonlono lo iiight, mj doar.
mi.i mothor frigldly. Slio w _ niiiurnlly
I,.,,, ,.| ihe very unelTiiaive way in which her
i_o.nl iiftiroe had '.n mei

,,..,,,j,ave b.icIi a dreudful headaeho, ploaded
I II, -i-l iinnk I overtlrod myaell this after-

"Then vou were verj fooliah, nfter travolling
.,11 yentordaj as j.Ild. I don'1 wonder thit
i,,,,: i- waa lutliumed lo come in. Vou had better
,_.,, i,, i..,| early, aud I will eend Aiidrews ln to
vou wlth Bume of my Bleepin. mixture."

ih ivaa '."l enougli to oboy, tl.gh the
dr.iugbl t--"k Miine Ume to operate; abe felt as if
im liiippineiw "i poni*o "f mlnd "ere poaaible for
I,,., tiii t.rge had heen perauaded I*. undo ln.s
work Surelj be rould noi refunr when he know
ihal iier iiii.ih.-r wa* preiiared to du everytbing
[or lliem .ii lier own ev penae

Aml iiere it iiogan to dawn upon her what this
Would .-ni.iii: tioori e'fl worda um- back t" her as

il si,,- heard them actunll) apoken. Unl be nol
snj that tl.e houae bad been .urnished oui ol lus

Wl it waa Bhe naklng huu t. do? To
ilistnanlle ,i piitirely: I*. hiiniilhite hiniaelf bj
_,,iiij round t" nll Ibe people ho had ile.lt wilh,
rthkint! ihom a« n ivor lo i:<I.-- Imek their ._¦.la;
,,r else he mual aell them as i.est ne eould lor a
Ir--...I their "si Who waa t-i roflind him
;,ll he hn.l so lia.IOBf.lv sjM-nt ould she :isk her
iii'-i hor i" do bo '.' Would he even ronaonl to aueh
au arrangemenl ii it waa pror_aa_i?

heii his sisi.-i, how eould ahe uvold offending
them irropai b|y, prrhnpa invulvina Ueorge in a
¦iiiarrol with his .nmily, if she were t*i oarrj her
poini Va ahe reuliaed loi the lir-t time the in
r ''h- eon_i'quence*a of auccoaa, ahe uakod heraelf
in deapair what*ahe oughl t.i do, when1 lier plain
llll" ',..' f

Did alie love Iieorge, .»r was it all deluaioti?

Was he less to her man nierc supertlulUes, thc

f,i>n'e dnl'lovc hilll, ln spite of any «-*«<«»
loyalty of thought. She lelf lns st. li'¦ * « '

and goodneaa, even his weataieaaea had eomi'*ii ,

lovahle i. them for her. And be had been pl.
ning, apending, working all thia t.me t- give ber

plcasure. and was this his rewurd t She ha.d ¦» 1

within a,, a.-e .f lei.ni- him see tlie cruelin-
Kratilude that was m her bearl " W kat a arltleii
Vvrcleh 1 have I.Bl" she thollght' " hul I WOtl.

he-no, I won'tl Oeorge ahall not be enubbed,
hurt, eatranged fr..n. bla family on my account-.
No, ahe would aftffer, she alone.and ln auence.
Nev.-i- by i word would she betray to hlm tne

paiu his well-intentioned action coat her.noa
even to her mother and Ploaaie would she prrrnil.
hcisell to llttcr thc least eoinphiut. lest 1 '"¦'>

(ihould insist upon opening George'a eyea.
So, having anived at tlds beroie reaolve, tn

wbich ahe found a touch of the aubUme that al-
tnusi eoiisolcl her, the tears dried on her cheeks,
and Klla fell aslc.'p at list.
Some readeia, ao doubt.though poaetbly few *»

our beroinea se\.will sinile sconifiilly at 'his

orumpled roee-leaf agony, thla tempeet ln a Drea-
den teaenn, and the writer la not eoneerned to
deiiv that the aituation has its ludlcroua aide.

I5ut for a girl l.r.iu-ht up iis Klla Hylton had
been, in an artlatic mllieu. ber eyea Lnaenaihly
trained to love all iiiai was beautlful m color aml
form, to Ik* scnsitivc to ii.liness and vul.aritv, it
was ,i very real and bitter fltruggle, a hard-woii
vieior,-, t.mi.,. to such a deciaion as shc fonned.
I.iie, lleaven knowa, contalna worae triala and
rteeprr tragediea than thia, bnt al leael Ella'a
happy life had as yet known no haider.

And so (,.r she tnusl be -iveti the eredit of hav¬
ing eonqiiered. Rdsoltitlon is. n<> doubt., half thc
hattle. L'nfortunatcly, Kli.'s reaolution, thou.li
she hardly pereeived tnie ul preaent, eould not he
el!e. ted I.V "ne isolated and linal BCt, hut hy il

long ehain oi dally and hourly forliearancea, tbe
lirst break in which would undo all thal had
Kone before.

Ilow she hore thc test we ar<- golng to see.
She woke the next mornlng to a eenae that her

llfe had soiuchow l,.st its savor: the c.\alta1loli
ot h.r reaolve over nlghl had evnporated and ictt
her spinls itiit and dead; hut shc came down
nevertheleaa detprmined to he ataacb nnd true ta
Ueorge under ull provocatione.

.. Have vou and George decided when you wonld
like your wedding to be?" aeked her motlier after
breakfaat, " becauae we ousht to have thc invit.i-
tions printed vol v BOOn. "

..Not yet," faltered Ella, aud thc worda mighl
have paaaed either ;is an anawer or an appeal

.. l thlnk it ahould be aome time before the end
of next month, or -icople will i>e golng out of
town.''

¦. I auppoae ao," waa tbe reply, so listieasiy
riven that Mrs. Hylton glanced keenly ;it her
aaughter.

.What do yon feel about it youraelf. Klla.
- i :'_oh:.1.I've no feeling. Perhapa if we

wait.-al No. it doean't matter; Ict it l>c
wh'-ti vou and ueorge wlah, mother, pleaae."

Mra. Hylton gave aaharp, annoj-ed llttle Laugh.
.. Really, mv dear, it you can't get un any more
Intereal ln it than that, I thlnk it would certainly
lx- wiscr to wail:"

lt w.s more than indifference that Klla felt.a
wild averalon to iMginning the new llfe thal bul
lately had seemed so n.vsteriousl.v sweet and
Btranire; »he was frightcned hy it. aahamed of tt,
bul she eould not h'-lp h.-rself. She nii.de no an-

BWer, nor dld Mra. Hylton u_-aiii refer to ihe aub-
|ect.

But Rlla'a worat tribulatlona had yel lo rome.

Thal aften.i, ia ihe nnd ber mother and
¦A.-ie Bitting in the ilrawing-room, "Mrs and the
Min-Mfl h'ptuin" were unnounced. Kvidently
il,.- j,.,,| iicemed it inriimbent on them to p iy a

utate .. Inii ¦'¦- no >. after Ella'a return.
Klla rei in cd their pffuaive arwi mra as dutifully
b ahi .- i: ,.| never au .led Ln culti-

ia a very llvely affection f' r them.to-day
si..- found tl em harely endurahle.

Mrs Chapman w ia atoiit, dewi.ipped old lady,
,! ii| -,-s md pachydcrm itoua folda ln her

i.,,. si >. "I a buaky volee nnd n funereal
,r ,i.-ssi.-, her eldeal d u liter, was nol n\Ut-

,. iinciMucly ln a pommoi p a e wi v ¦
dark li Ired, higl eol red, lo voiced. genernlly
spriirhtly ni ol '¦'... nnd overpowering
u :s in s'l.-h :i liurr* to flpeak thal her worda trinped

... md, lo
.!-.- imt iting litl .. !.. iirh. nrrie waa

ontent to udmire nnd echo
her s -,

vi,,., Bome converaation on Ellaa fontini
i-\|.- I'-m .-.. .1. ss j, .-¦ :¦ ,s Ella'a uneasy lti-

utinei Mied ti, Mrs. Hylton.
i m .,, is,- i. Biirpriae ahe

,,| at (ampilcn Hill yeateril is ? Weren'1 you
lied ''

. ,,
\\, ,| 1 ||.| 1 ive l-.-e'l. vii.I Mis.

li- -. -.-¦ .1- uie, .' only Ella did not
ention it."

»h, I wondor nl thal I hopc I waan'1
,,, ¦... ,. ar reta e priaou-houae '.'" IJeaate
waa foiiil ol using atoek phraaoa lo give lightnoaa

,| kl<< tn er convoraalion " Elln, e lilea
iraelf, you aly

Itut t.-li i.a i'-i you e ei h ive bo leved l umpa
.... m eould he

,.,,, ..;,. ,.i aueh ind. pendent hol avior?"
- \,. imleed 1 never al ould:"
..ll,, |,,: ,:,,, ahould we! V»u would have

...... fuasing about Waan't he
li '¦ lt. <

ho w is. .l.-ssi,-
-Mv uon." explained Mra, Chapmivi to Mra

Hyli ao woiiderfuilj energelic and prn -tn-.-il.
.¦ never know him fail to rai rj tl rousrh any-

,- undortaken.he inherita thal
from h.s noor donr fai

.. i don'i -i'iite your hrother fieorge
haa been liolng, oven now '" aaid Mra. Hylton to

**Oh, luit my lipa ro ae l**d l\ ihi horaea ahtin t
-.-. ni»re from me! Don'1 be afraid, Elia, I

won'l Kpoil sport!"
ii.[a no spori to ipoil," aaid Ella. Moll er,

it is ihat li ¦¦ i furnlabed Ut*.
jlOllMO w ll'ilo '.¦'¦ heen nwaj."

i;. s.,i,i \lrs. ll\ it..ti. politely, " thal la
ci .i -¦. lm i, Indee l:'

I'iMir iloa* umpa ame home ao proud of yo ir
.,.,.,,,, ;; ., ,| j, uie " md we were

to Hnd you didn't think we'd
iho liotisc ..ulte i.Ireadful.weren'1 we,

. ..ii ie '.'"
\,-s, indOOd, .lessie

..iii routve." olisorvod the lattor young lady,
its i!-.\ ijs so li ird to Iiii upon inothor pe
.-.- pxai tlv. cspoeii Ily in furnlsl mi.
'. lmpossil'do, I should have thought." from Mra.

Hylton.
| hnpe Elln is of n differenl opinion. \\ hai do

Vou s.'V. 'ie.lles' ""

-oii." .-ii.-I Elln hnatily, wilh aplondid mondac-
Ity .. 1.1 likoil ii verj mue nd and il waa

i-., kitid "i you aml t'arrio . . . I vo never

thnnked you for f«»i ill 1 e tl im - " me

Oh, thoBO thev aien't umtii Illl.l
|imi .i i.-w little artistie od.ls and oiula: ihej aei
of] .- i... .: i.. \. l,i Ul

* Yoiinu |><- in.' now ol'' s. er.i iko old Mra
i i .,.k. iu Mra. Ilj Iton'a o irte

think Mai mii< h ol l.iMirj nnd
oriuimoiii I'm -.tni- wlien I marriod mj de
huali ii .! we

\,,w. iii.it-r. de ir. 'M atn'l intor-
rnpte.l the lrn«prosail»l. Joaaio ** Mm livllon ia
i,n niir snle. y.ui kmm Sho likoa prettj

I,,.,, don'i y.ni Mis llvltun.' And tulkiug
,,i ih.it, Ella, 1 bojio you thoiighl uur lilyoo-i itrino
,|,.,.,.i ii'.,u a Riie.-o*-!' Wo uete porftvtlj sur-

|n is...| ii.iraoivoN lo ><... how well il euni.i .1 -t

iriiusparonl eolorod punor, Mr. Hylton, aml vou
il into sheeis, unil -.. iiii it "ii ihe window-

p.iiies. nnd, really, uiilosa vou were told or ratue
iitiile I'loHO, you would doel ne it \\ i> re.il si ilno.l
irl;i_M! Vou niisrhl to t \ s,,iu<- nl ii ou voiir wln
ilowa, Mra. Hylton. I'll tell you where you ean
, et it ."i -1. ilow II

I nfrai.l I'm old lahionoil, my doar," said
\lts ||\ li..n. siit.lv " il I e.mnot have the renlil.v,
I pre for lo do withoul even 11 e i-.-st iniitutlniia.
"Why, J'o.i nre deserting ua, I doi'lnro! Ella,

vou mual take her lo aoe tho window, and then
porbapN she will ehan ¦>. lioi opii

"I ,ilw.i\s tell mj girls." auid Mrs f'hnpman,
in her \\--oll\ voloo, ** whon I .load and gone,
il,,-- ni iii.r,,,- anj aii.-i'iioris ii,,., pleaao, bul
while mn s|i;.reil to them. like ovorj thii ¦¦ uImiiiI
the houae to ho kepl exactlj aa it w.is m their
I.r i ither's lifo-time."

|.nt she :, doar, ponacrvatlvc old mummy!"
aald ,li-s n- lo I'.ll i. in an ainlil'le iside. "Why,
1 .io lioliove *»he won'l aee rtnytliing to admlre In
your little houae- nl lenat, ii sh,- tloea, the dear
ohl lady, abe'd aooner die than adtnil it:''

IV
Thc Chnpmana went at laat, aud before they

we.ut ol ihe home, Mrs. llyli.m, with an erTort
to scctn Ulieoliect licd, s nd
"And s... Ella, \".i aml George have done wIth-

out my liclp? i >t courae, yon know your uwn
affnira beal still. I should h ive thoiight, I should
ci-itainiy have tnougbt, thal 1 mighl have been

Don'l U| lill' llrf.nr «nii nre lt.-n.l-.

Partlrularlj ".. ¦ long Journey. Bc fui.v prepared. Too
rannot bc, per-nlt u* t" s... nnlcai v..'i are -crompanlcd
wi'.i i.i travclltr'a aad tourlat'* vade meeum, n..st,.t, -,

Bl i. wh lait.is. in.ist leulal ..f appetlier., arrllmaU-cn
and |.-..-ii..t. is ..f dlgratlon Igalnat tea tlckacfla,
iiialaiii. iain|.s ati.t COllCI !.._.- .11.¦ 11 ,,f bedly t-u.ili. <| er

nnvv li.il.-s....:.- f.iml a...l l.ia.-U.s.i water. narvOU-BM-, i.l-

enaaad i.v tiiiM-i, .1.1.uil. blllouaneaa *ik! MMtlpattaa,
Um I'.itt.vs i- i wvcrelgn provroUva lt baparta i
irlUh foi f.-.'.t ... iiit...-, tn,¦¦. t,, v,,i,| taata, »n.i prtvrala
11 r ,,m dlMN-r-**tna wlth rou Vv.-i- .v.is tn, re Mch a

thlna foi thi '.nt.n ii .nal.. .h-n. |i.i, who itaad- ln
drcad ol th '.¦¦ H .ked ausal Moaia alc troubi
tn lll-prrpared vlanda aboard iklp, ".. ¦toamboata. aad
latioaa luiaiiiv, in.it .1 m niiiv.v reataaiaau, i> >.i
i-..."l-.t Uv UM lUlteia, whl. li kI\,n, _, uuklu. iil_o lo
riici.u.-iiaii., kioii.-T trrabtaa aud in.u.uu:-.

of Bome assistance to you, if only in pecuniary
matter*." .. . .

-..eor^e preferre.l that you slioul.l not be
troubkd," Btanunered EUa. ....

.. l am not liluming him. I respoct him for
wiahlng to be Indepenilent I ourn ae '.'..'"K a

uttle siriiiiseil that you slioul.l not bave twU m«

of this licfore, though, EUa. bui for that etottv*
lng glrl I preaume I ahould have been lefl te
diacover it for myaelf. 1 wonder you eannot imng
younell io be little more open wiih your
motl er, mv dear!

..dl, mother " eried EHa in deapalr, -todeed
I u is'.ng to tell you-only, I ifid not kaava
tnyaelf llll .vestenlay at le.st, that is.

she broke <»i» Uunely, feariBg t.. reiieel on uearge.
.. i nnd it hani t« believe thal George would aet

without conaulting you ln any way li la st.an_,e

(>r.n|, thai be ahould have nndertahM to t_t___i
tho houae i.i your abaenee." ,._____, ,-,,_

-But if 1 ei.uhln't be there! pleaded i.lla-
¦. unil l coukln't." ,,

.. N-ttiiiillv as you were <>n tlie < onliiiotil. you
eouidn'l beon Campden Hill al the aaaae ume-

,",',lnot I* abaurd, E1U. But what I wantte
know is this-hav,- you _ad . *ralr*_ in thi muttor

:,T-U^iuriXw> .onfesM-l Ella. h__gi_f btr
1,0 1<S.. I sus,>eete.i und I tl.ink lieonie oaght to

,.. ashamod ol himaelf I "":'¦.;. I""':;,"ir. J*
thlng and I ahall make a poln of aeelng ".''"' ^nndiatlafyina myaell! thal M la il l_r_d__fhl_i

^"Ao-heV"%____] BH«, s,.n..., I M e*

(it<.( t you. lon'tundcral ...d Why afiouldyo*
e ,___^ to auppoae thal tbe bouee lanol piett*/?," »'_..,t dom'us vou would do ,1 1-,-.- ,.on

George hadn'1 much money to awndj bu 11 1 -. n,

.a..sh'e,i whys.!l|>-.-'"';l»:lr!,;^.ls,i
.-.. sa.isiied-.,u.io. quite -i 7,;,;:.-,,s'n1 ;t ''^it all beautifu ly. and Iwll noi ha\c. eing en ng

-.Itere'l' \ltef all. i' '" llls h"">' * " " '.

noClyelse h's any righl to tatl r.er.-no. even

you, mother:"
Mra. Hylton ahrugged her ehouldera.
..oh, my dear, lf thal ta the was you thtafc

proper to apeab to ne, M la ttme ta changc t»<e
ii,.-,-,. Pray m.ratand thal I ahall not dreaa
.f i.ierferin«-I am very |__J thal _0_ are so

"And hy and by she left the roora maiestienllv.
When she had none, Roaaie, who had lieon Iteten-
ii,- open-eyed to all tha! had taken place, *___.
and itood in front of Ella'a ehmr. _.._

"EUa, tell -ne." she said. -haa Oeorge rea ly
furnished the boiUB* CX-Ctly U you Iike-ieaii',

""¦. Haven't I said so, Flossie-.' why sliould you
doubt it ?" , ___

-Oh, I don't know.I was wo_tJering, thaa waa

-Roally!" ened Ella, angrily, "any nne wonld
think poor <..ge waa _ui of harharian, who
couldnl he expected to know anything, ar _*_b*m
to do anything!" ., .... ... , _,_

-I'm sure I never aaid bo, Ella. But boW
eiever nl him ta el.ae juet the riirht thtneel
.nd. Ella, do all the colora and thinga go well
toaether? 1 alwa\*a thoughl most men didn I

,,.,.,' mueh about all that. And are the new

mantelpi.¦ pretty? Oh! and where dld ha f
for the papera and the (..lrKts,.'

-Flo__c I wiah vou wouldnl teaae ao. rani
V.u. see I 'have .. heri'l.i" l-e ? I ''..'. a.swer W

,'innv -iu.-sti..ns. nnd I won't. Once for all, everj-
thinir, is jiiet what I like-do you uiiderstati.l. ¦>-

shall I tell vou agaln? Jnal ("« whal I Ilke.
-Oh all rUrht." returne*! Flosale, with exaapor-

nting a.I humor. "then thero'a notblng to .so

your ten.i.er Bbout, darlina*. b* there:
And thia a all thal I.lla had -rained by her

],,. ,lt\ to Ooorire ao far.
.,,

Ii wa. the mornlng after the < hapmana Ualtl
Ella hail aeen her mother and Floaaie preparli I.
eo out. but. owing to the frietion between them,
i'i" noither iuvited her t«. ar.npany them. n-.r

,li,| she venture to aak wbere they were golng. A.
lunchoon. however. the unbappj rrlrl divined from
tl.xproviion of their faooa how they liad en*.

,¦ foroi.n.thev had '.n Inepeetlng the

(atiipden Hill houae! Her mother'a handaomo faeg
u,,i-e look "f fr-./.-n contempt, Imn.ine n atrtct
Qtiakor'x foelintta on ao. ing hla «on wlth b nair "f
iii.,:. .%; - ialist'a at findinc n Peerane un¬

der hia ia -; fer'a pillow: a Poaitivial a ¦¦ ia
ehildreti have all loitiod the Sah*ation Arm* -a I
even then but a t ilnt idea will bo reacbed ol Mra,

Hylton'a utter diama* nd
Pl.iwie though angry. took dlfferenl view of

Ella'a share ln tho hu. eaa - e knew her h.-tter
th.-iu her mother .11.1. and conaequentl.v rei laci ta
holieve that slio waa .hillatlne al hearl -il vraa

her alm ird ini ituation for de >rge th .' m
s..,. with hiaeyoa, and how down before the blde s

.. ,old -.. is i,e hnd phoaen to erect. I poi»
v.e iknOM I'l'.s.sie !l "I 1." iin-rey.

"Well, Klla. dear," ahe heg n, "mother and I
have ai-.-u \oi r houae l.< - '¦ ¦> rpasaedj
our a lldeai expe-ct iii. a- i4*cept my complimenta.

Floeaie." ¦. motl er, aeverely, " will yon
kin.lly ehooae aome otl ' .. I really feel too

.1) aniiovi'd aboul all thia t.i lienr lt apoken
yet. I think you ali 'il ome wlth me ... the

AmU-rlevs' i_ar.leri-p.rty thia afternoon, aud noj
Klla, aa we I thii . ou had
better »tay at home and reat, Ella.

ln thia and co intleea othi*r waya waa Ella m idfl
to teel th i' s1,.' w ,s Mi d.s.-

*\-or ,\,.\ FI( m ¦. s e her Kiater when thev were

alone. "Poor. dear mother," she aaid; "I qnita
thouzht tlia. houae would have hroken her
.. i'm noi s,. |.¦._. r word ttgainal It, Klla. I know
you like it. anil I'm sure lt look*
--ev.M-ytl.inj Boee .. the kltcheti
reallv charmina mother ind 1 liked il heal
tl.e rooma, Such 11 hoirid mni lei as [n, t ¦¦¦¦ I
work there, and he would follow as all
tell mother hia ei lire hiator 1 .'". I
rould have i.n nuite aober.he would fc

- a- nn
t irning all the topn ..ti everywhei >. 1 auppoae,

t'a ever ¦¦" mueh chenner to furniah ia
and Geor e have tlone tl ii i tl >. w >ra1 o! .

t] i: -s. they d.ni such ¦ loi II no i lea v.u
were bo praetieal, thoiiKh." And so ..n.

<'ti Siinday i.e, r..- came t" luncheon: he waa
deiighted *¦. heni from Floaaie tJial I e* id he. n
to the houae, and gave a bolateroualy btgb-ap e
a, ... inl "t his

|t waa :. grlnd," he informed them: "and M
for thoae painter fell .wa, 1 hegan to think t 1
st .\ oui the enl Ire k? lap."

¦.Art is loi,._..;....r_e." oh-crved Floaak*wicke Iy.
..'"h. yee, I know, bul they promised fall

t«. is- oui in teii daya.and tlM- were o*vei
weeka

|; .t |ook nt the re (.< ..: how dld yo i

flnd oul thal Kll. liked
- Well, to tell you the trut that w >s .-»

hii of a l! .- ¦¦ mnn luld me th il rral. li -.

n s .¦ .mi in ngain, and 1 aaid, 'eiraln 'em,
-I di ln'i know ."

ln siiott, he waa more provokingly di ae *

ever to-day, and Klla found henell growin*
and more capti. is and irritahle lhal alternooi
eould not iiiidetst ,. d wh) »1m wu ao dlainrlin'-d
to tnlk.even the ilear little houae of w'nlch a ©
waa so so.-ii to be the mutreaa fa_Md to interrat
hei

..\oi bave t"hl me twice already ihat you .ot
..-, r,. .,..,, 11." ,i _;o ii hi ._ um. ati l onlv

|, ij .iiiu poiin Im teii for the l ihle In the dl
i,,,,i,:, s|i,. !,,: .- ,, it -1 ii. we .. .- th : i r

ed in future .'"
-I |,,r ... I'd lold you.1 thoughl il was the

inater." he aaid: "ai.d I i ... how about
|,i,,|,i:es JcMiie'a ;<i -t;u-.-'l to do iifl s..m.' water-
.is slo-'s Le.-n t. hill- less .na lately, VOU ktlo'.v

ll il we s.':.'!1 w mi .I- tWO pi intfl |
diniui* room. sh.in i we yon in park ihem up

d luinil very cl
.¦ . ih. \es. j cs, Riiything you pleaae, Genrirel .

Nf! lill I'm ilill ( i"--. 1 ".Ll ti'e.l. .'so.-. i!ly "f
. .Ikii;- utHnil tlie hoiikt*. It U quite fln--he*l, I
know. ao wh .t is there to (liecime?"

huring tbe daya lli ii follcwed l'i. aale -¦ n
ingenioiia metho nf tonnenling Kll n ; she 1 I
h.-r pockcl mone). ol which a'n- ,|
,,;, i',. niual prep"st-lous ornamenta.a pair >f
,;.in,;,. s, luitrea, he id uiata, i 1 of
wa\ t.'uit under glnas ahade, gaiid.v tltv '

and llower p.'ta. ll "I w hi h s' e s"le univ pre c tel
to her -uf.'ctan-- Biater. This w i> nol pure mi*. '*:

or unkindneae on Floaale'a part. hul parl "i u ire ?-
inent she ha hii ..p.'ii foi irln Klla
i, (|j \n at -st the worni I irne l; Floesh* ¦.

.,- ila) wlth ¦ eheap pluah aud terra-cott.i
piit.cl uf app..Min.' uglHiesa.

For the drawlug mom, dear,"1 ahe oheerved
hlnnilly, aud Klla audilenl.v hurai Into fl fl
i,.,is "You it very, very aakind to me, Fl .¦
sn-

" ahe aohlieil.
l:" exclaimed Fl4*aaie, Ln n tone ol tbe most

Innooent aurpriiM. "Why, Klhi, 1 thoughl you
would be .-haiined with ii I'm aure lieorge will!
And vou know it will ... Iie.iiitilulh witii the i.'st
..1 \ air tliiu.s."

.. \ .ui mighl un.leretand .... you mighl -ae."1

.. 1 mighl aee wlial ?*""

.¦l!..v\ frlghttully mlaerable I am." aiid Klla.
which waa the verj admiaehHi Miss Floaaie bad
been leekiti{ .«. urovoke.

"Suppoae I ilo aee,*1 she aaid, "euppoae l^e
been irylng to gel you to acl aeneibly, 1 111 '"

'I'hen It's eiue' ot J OU."
"No, Us not. li s klnd. How am I ... hclri

vmi unleaa you apeak oul I'm younger ih in j it.
Klla, imi I know this-1 would never mope aml
make myatdf mlaerable when .i word would pul
everythlng rl lil

.. Bat ii wouldn't, Floaaie.it is io.. late lo apeak
now. 1 ean't tell l.i'u hoW I realK feel-1 c.in't "

" Ah, then you own there i> aotnething to tell '¦'''
What have 1 aaid? Floaaie. forget what Isu.l

-ii s,i|i|i.-d ..ui. I meanl nothing
"Aml you are p-iii-.-ily happv and sitist,i>d. ara

you? Now I know how people look when they
are perfeetlj happv i.'.l antiatleil

.. ft'e iu. us'.'' crieil Klla auddenl* I've tried,
aod tried, and trled t hear ii hut l ean't. 1 n..,st,
tell Bomehudy II la raakinu me III. Fam
gettlna rroaa aml wickeil and unltke whal I uaed to
ne Floaaie I con'l go aml llve ihere.1 dread the
thoughl ot it; I ahrink from ii more and more
every day. lt is all odloua, lnipo_aihV* and rei
I IllUSt, 1 lllllst ."

" Nu. yon mm*tn*t aod what'a aaore, yoi
hhan't."

"Floaaie, \ou n.'it: \.ni will tell mother? Von
iiinst. not.do you in'iir? lf you do, you will i.nl,
uiake uiattei- worse. Oh. why did 1 tell
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.-11 y.u r


